announces a National Search for

Assistant/Associate Professor,
Occupational Therapy
(Non-Tenure/Tenure Track)

Assistant/Associate Professor,
Occupational Therapy
Samson College of Health
Sciences
Samson College of Health Sciences is
one of the three colleges of USciences.
Hands-on education with clinical
patients and health promotion—
integrated with theoretical, online, and
service learning—is at the heart of its
health professions curriculum.

University of the Sciences, a leading science and healthcare college in
Philadelphia, PA, invites applications and nominations for an Occupational
Therapy faculty position in Samson College of Health Sciences. Depending on
professional credentials, the position will have the rank of Assistant or Associate
Professor and will be either non-tenure or tenure track.
•••••••••••

The Opportunity

University of the Sciences has prepared students to be leaders and practitioners in
the healthcare and science fields for nearly 200 years. Key to its distinctive education
is a tradition of hands-on research and experiential learning that is evident in
every graduate who has walked its campus. Innovation is encouraged at both the
department and university level.
Since its founding in 1821 as Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, which was the
first college of pharmacy in North America, USciences has grown to more than 30
degree-granting programs from bachelor’s through doctoral degrees in the health
sciences, bench sciences, and healthcare business and policy fields. USciences
students are successful everywhere they go.
USciences is a part of Philadelphia’s University City District (UCD) that has worldrenowned anchor institutions, small businesses, and residents. The area is rich with
health systems that provide direct patient care as well as numerous opportunities for
collaborative research and clinical practice.
There are more than 100 hospitals and 150 research labs near campus. USciences is
within walking distance to the Philadelphia VA Medical Center, Children’s Hospital
of Pennsylvania, the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, and a city health
center.

The College has four departments:
Kinesiology, Occupational Therapy,
Physical Therapy, and Physician
Assistant Studies. All of the programs
provide students with a strong
foundation for clinical practice through
an inter-professional, science-centered
education.
Serving more than 200 students, the
Department of Occupational Therapy
has 14 full-time faculty members.
Recognized on the state, national,
and international levels, these faculty
members are talented teachers,
experienced research partners, and
professional mentors. They cultivate
opportunities to work collaboratively
across all disciplines.
The Department of Occupational
Therapy offers three degree options.
• The accelerated pathway to the
Doctor of Occupational Therapy
is a six-year program leading to a
Bachelor of Science in Health Science
degree and Doctor in Occupational
Therapy degree. It is one of only
seven such programs in the nation.

University of the Sciences

Mission Statement

University of the Sciences prepares students to become leaders, innovators,
and skilled practitioners in the sciences, the health professions, and related
disciplines. We deliver excellence in teaching, research, and service through a
safe and supportive environment in which our students live, learn, and succeed.
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Integrated Professional Education Complex
• The Doctor of Occupational Therapy
degree is also available as a fouryear program for students who have
completed a baccalaureate degree.
The Doctor of Occupational Therapy
program is transitioning to a 3-year
post-baccalaureate degree in 2022.
• The Master of Occupational Therapy
program is available as a 2½-year
program for students who have
completed a baccalaureate degree.
Courses in the DrOT and MOT
programs are delivered primarily onsite,

with lab and fieldwork experiences
required off-site in the community,
and two courses delivered fully online.
Students are required to complete two
level II fieldwork courses for a total of
24 full-time equivalent weeks off-site in
the community at the completion of the
program.

Primary Responsibilities:

The Position

• Participating in service activities
at the University, within the OT
department, within the profession
at the local, state, and national level,
and/or in clinical practice

The Assistant/Associate Professor
of Occupational Therapy will be
accountable for student-centered
learning, innovative teaching, and active
scholarship with student participation.

• Teaching in the MOT and DrOT
programs
• Conducting scholarly pursuits
commensurate with experience
and interest, or pursuing an active
research/scholarship agenda

Wendy E. Walsh, PhD, OTR/L
Chair, Department of Occupational Therapy

Dr. Walsh is Chair of the Department of Occupational Therapy. She joined the USciences faculty
full-time in 2011 and was named Chair of the Department in 2019 after serving a year as the interim
in the leadership position.
Dr. Walsh leads by example. She has a hands-on approach to teaching and is active with both
the MOT and DrOT programs, as well as with undergraduate students. She currently practices
occupational therapy in a rehabilitation setting, is actively engaged in research, and is writing a book
chapter. She fosters student professional identity discovery by exposing students to the political
context with legislator visits. She also is an advisor to Pi Theta Epsilon, the national honor society
for occupational therapy. As an occupational therapist, Dr. Walsh has worked with patients with
traumatic brain injuries and strokes and those individuals in sub-acute rehabilitation and longer-term care.
After earning her Bachelor of Arts degree in Chemistry from Beaver College in Pennsylvania, Dr. Walsh began a career as
an industrial chemist. She later enrolled at USciences, earning a Bachelor of Science in Health Science degree, a Master of
Occupational Therapy degree, and a Doctor of Philosophy degree in Health Policy. Her doctorate focused on professional
occupational therapy advocacy and nationwide scope of practice issues.
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Qualifications

University of the Sciences

An earned doctorate degree (PhD,
EdD, DSc preferred, OTD) from an
accredited institution is required.
Candidate must be initially certified by
the National Board for Certification in
Occupational Therapy (NBCOT) and
be eligible for a Pennsylvania license.

For nearly 200 years, University of
the Sciences has prepared men and
women to serve their communities
through science and healthcare. The
success of that mission is evident in the
accomplishments of the many alumni
of the private institution. From the
founding of six of the world’s leading
pharmaceutical companies to the
creation of a colon cancer test, USciences
graduates continue to make a difference
in their professions and the world.

Additional requirements include:
• A defined research agenda and
publication record
• Minimum of five years of clinical
experience
• Minimum of three years of full-time
equivalent teaching experience at
the graduate level, with a minimum
of one course as lead instructor
• Evidence of a strong commitment to
teaching excellence and scholarship
• Exemplary interpersonal and
communication skills, with the
ability to work collaboratively
within the department, college, and
university
Finalist will be required to pass a
background check.

The state-of-the-art campus supports
the close-knit community of scholars.
Located just west of Center City
Philadelphia, the campus is bordered
by the neighborhood’s stately, tree-lined
streets and sits adjacent to Clark Park.
The University’s 23 buildings, sitting on
36 acres, are comprised of both historic
structures and modern facilities,
including more than 100 laboratories
open to students. Among the newer
facilities are the leading-edge McNeil
Science and Technology Center; the
57,000-sq.-ft. Integrated Professional
Education Complex (IPEX), which

USciences Fast Facts
Enrollment:
• 2,231 total enrollment
• 1,231 undergraduate students
• 1,000 graduate students
Academics:
• 3 Colleges
• Philadelphia College of
Pharmacy
• Samson College of Health
Sciences
• Misher College of Arts and
Sciences
• 19 Bachelor’s Degree Programs
• 14 Master’s Degree Programs
(including MBA, MOT, MS)
• 11 Doctoral Degree Programs
(including PhD, PharmD, DPT,
DrOT)
Faculty:
• 177 full-time faculty
• 7:1 undergraduate student-tofaculty ratio
• Nearly all full-time faculty have
doctorates
Regional Accreditation:
• The University is accredited by the
Commission on Higher Education
of the Middle States Association
of Colleges and Schools.
Undergraduate Gender:
• 34% Male, 66% Female
Visit www.usciences.edu
for more information.
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is home to the physician assistant
studies, pharmacy, physical therapy,
occupational therapy, exercise science,
psychology and healthcare business and
policy programs; and the Athletic and
Recreation Center. The University is a
smoke and tobacco-free campus.

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
The USciences campus is nestled in
the heart of Philadelphia, one of the
nation’s most historic cities. With
more than 6 million residents in the
metropolitan area, the city has been
selected for U.S. News and World
Report’s lists for “Best Places to Live”
and “Best Places to Retire.”
Attracting families, singles, millennials,
and empty nesters alike, Philadelphia
offers a wide variety of lifestyles and
neighborhoods, with homes considered
more affordable than comparable cities.
It has an eclectic mix of restaurants,
markets, clubs, and entertainment that
provide plenty of opportunities for
socializing.
Rich in sites that tell America’s story
from Independence Hall and the
Liberty Bell to Benjamin Franklin’s
printing press, the city is also known
for its vast collection of public art. With
over 4,000 works on display, about 50100 new pieces are commissioned each
year.
While Philadelphia has buses, trolleys,
bike lanes, and subways, it has been
ranked as one of the most walkable
cities in the nation. Green space is
abundant. Philadelphia’s park system
spans over 10,000 acres and has more
than 270 miles of recreation trails,
offering numerous outdoor adventures.
Philadelphia is only 100 miles from
New York City and 130 miles from
Washington, D.C., and can be reached
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Philadelphia skyline

by both train and bus. Philadelphia
International Airport offers nearly

500 daily departures to more than 140
destinations worldwide.

Nomination and Application Process
Confidential inquiries are welcomed; nominations are invited.
1. To Apply - Applications must include:
a) Letter of interest
b) Current curriculum vitae
c) At least five references with full contact and e-mail information (References will
not be contacted without applicant’s consent.)
2. Submit applications (preferably as PDFs) to USciences-OT@myersmcrae.com by
May 25, 2020, for best consideration. The search remains open until the
position is filled.
3. Submit nominations to USciences-OT-nominate@myersmcrae.com with the
individual’s full contact and email information.
Emily Parker Myers, CEO, and Jennifer Barfield, Senior Vice President, of Myers
McRae Executive Search and Consulting, are assisting USciences with this search.
515 Mulberry Street, Suite 200
Macon, GA 31201
(478) 330-6222 | www.myersmcrae.com

USciences does not discriminate in admission, employment, or administration of its programs on the
basis of gender, age, disability, race, religion, creed, national origin, veteran status, sexual orientation,
gender identity, or in violation of federal, state, and local laws or executive orders. Minorities, females,
individuals with disabilities, and veterans are strongly encouraged to apply.
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